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June 22, 2006
Grace Crunican, Director, Seattle Department of Transportation
Councilmember Jan Drago, Chair Transportation Committee
City of Seattle
Subject: Support for Three Lane Configuration on Stone Way N.

Dear Director Crunican & Councilmember Drago:
The Seattle Pedestrian Advisory Board (SPAB) strongly supports the recommendations made by Feet First in regards to a three-lane configuration on Stone Way Avenue N.  We feel that the roadway is over designed given the actual usage. In the Feet First letter, it demonstrated that the average weekday daily traffic is within the threshold (19,000 vehicles/day) for a lane reduction, “road diet”. This excess roadway capacity encourages speeding, especially going downhill in the southbound direction. The resulting traffic environment creates a noisy and unpleasant pedestrian experience along Stone Way Avenue N and a pedestrian crossing nightmare. 
By providing a “complete street” with bike lanes and on-street parking, traffic will be less likely to speed and contribute to a more pleasant pedestrian environment. The reduction of the roadway width by one travel lane will reduce the chances for pedestrian crossing collisions. Given the new higher density residential development and businesses going up along this corridor, the road diet will complement the increase in potential pedestrian traffic. 
In addition to creating a pleasant setting for the neighborhood, Stone Way Avenue N provides an important pedestrian connection between Green Lake and Lake Union. Looking at the vision presented in the Blue Ring Report, Stone Way Avenue N is a logical extension of Olmsted’s “green ring” and connects to the Center City “blue ring”. Opportunities to enhance the pedestrian environment further by adding trees and other vegetation in the median and along the street should be considered.
Seattle residents want safe, accessible, and pleasant pedestrian facilities and these recommendations will allow an opportunity to create that environment.   We look forward to working with you, Mayor Nickels, and the citizens of Seattle to create a successful Transportation Initiative!  Please contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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Howard Wu

Seattle Pedestrian Advisory Board Member
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The Seattle Pedestrian Advisory Board shall advise the City Council, the Mayor, and all departments and offices of the City on matters related to pedestrians and the impacts which actions by the City may have upon the pedestrian environment; and shall have the opportunity to contribute to all aspects of the City’s planning processes insofar as they may relate to pedestrian safety and access. 
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Seattle Municipal Building, 600 Fourth Avenue, Room 410, Seattle, WA 98104-1879

Tel: (206) 684-7623, TTY/TDD:  (206) 684-4009, Fax:  (206) 684-5180

An equal-employment opportunity, affirmative action employer.  Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.
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