YOUR PARKS LEVY
MAKING A MORE LIVABLE CITY

Dedicated community organizations and individuals mounted a grassroots effort to pass the 2008 Parks and Green
Spaces Levy by an impressive 59% vote on November 7, 2008. The Levy provides $146 million over six years,
Including neighborhood and green space acquisitions and development projects.

Seattle Parks and Recreation has become an active participant in economic development and sustainability
strategies that help position Seattle as a regional, state, and global leader in the 21st century.

Recognizing the importance of creating vibrant and engaging green spaces, Seattle Parks moved quickly into action.
Just two years into the Levy we added more than three acres to the park system and completed 21 development
projects. Fifteen more will be completed by the end of 2011.

D B
ARAD & LI \

BJi
m

“Creating community through people, parks, and programs.”




“We love it! The new playground at John
C. Little Park in NewHolly has hecome

a very popular place. Kids and families
with different languages, incomes,
ages, and religions are coming together
at the park and finding common ground
during playtime.”

YOUR VISION T
IS IMPORTANT T0 US

Seattle Parks and Recreation is dedicated to soliciting citizens’ input and providing clear,
timely information about the Parks and Green Spaces Levy projects in your neighborhood.
Seattle communities have participated in more than 80 planning meetings since the

“The Seattle Children’s PlayGarden is deeply
appreciative of the support received from

beginning of the Levy. Thank you for your participation and input! the Parks and Green Spaces Levy.
We are very proud to present the completed
Your continued participation in planning for future projects is important. Eighteen projects project including the renovated field
will be in construction in 2011. Eight projects will begin the planning and design phases house, the Minnie Bergman Garden House,
in 2011. Two of these include skatedots and two are the continuation of Department of the climbing mound with water feature,
Neighborhoods Neighborhood Matching Fund projects that include off-leash areas for amphitheater and chicken and bunny homes.
Magnolia and Queen Anne. Projects such as Hing Hay Park development, Gas Works Play Itis truly a Garden for Everyone! *
Area Renovation, and Marra—Desimone Park Renovation will move into the planning and -Liz Bullard, Executive Director, Seattle Children’s PlayGarden

development phases between 2012 and 2014. These three projects represent the range

of named projects in planning and design during the last years of the Levy, which ends in
2014. We appreciate your continued involvement and encourage you to visit our website at
http://www.seattle.gov/parks/levy/default.htm and join us on Facebook.

WMot W % o Wi wis whisdisd The renovation of the older sand ball fields to
i T A synthetic turf gives kids a safer surface to play
Mike McGinn, Mayor Christopher Williams, Acting Superintendant Byt - on, promotes a hetter quality experience so they

learn the game hetter, and the fields are just

way more fun for kids! Seattle Parks has done

a fantastic job of getting these facilities built in

a timely way and with high quality results. Seattle
residents should be proud to provide such great
playfields for its young athletes.”

YOUR EYES, EARS AND VOICE FOR THE LEVY

The Parks and Green Spaces Levy Oversight Committee helps ensure successful
iImplementation of the projects and programs. The volunteer Oversight Committee
advises the Superintendent, Mayor and City Council on issues related to Levy
expenditures. The Committee encourages the public to attend the Levy meetings and

-Ed D'Alessandro, Seattle Youth Soccer Association

Invites you to comment on issues during the public comment period at each meeting.

* Bruce Bentley * Don Harper * Sharon Lee * Beth Purcell

* William Brosseau  * Donna Hartmann-Miller  * Michael Maddox < Pete Spalding
* Dennis Canty * Terry Holme * Joyce Pisnanont  * Alec Stephens
* Douglas Dunham  * Shanon Kearney * Dorsol Plants

“Hubbard Homestead Park is a wonderful
addition to our neighborhood. Itis so
nice to have the beautiful green space
and walking paths right next door to our
community. Truly, a fabulous new front
yard for everyone!”

Send your comments to Committee staff Susan Golub at Susan.golub@seattle.gov

- Northgate Plaza, A Merrill Gardens Community




ACQUISITIONS

In our urban community, Seattleites understand the importance of preserving open spaces
and acquiring parks for future generations. The Levy includes $30 million for acquisition
of property in Seattle. Since the beginning of the Levy the acquisition team has acquired:

GREEN SPACES NEIGHBORHOOD PARK PROPERTIES
* Me-Kwa-Mooks Natural Area * Lake City

* Duwamish Head Greenbelt * Fremont

® Thornton Creek #6 * GCapitol Hill

Parks acquired a conservation easement protecting a grove of mature Douglas fir trees in
the area known as Waldo Woods in the Maple Leaf neighborhood. Generous donations of
green space include two parcels at Taylor Creek Watershed and a Fauntleroy Park addition.
Creative uses of funding from this category provide for the Bell Street Park project in Belltown
and the 14th Ave. NW Park in Ballard. Both these neighborhoods were deficient in green spaces
and these projects will increase pedestrian friendly access and green corridors.

DEVELOPMENT

Seattle Parks and Recreation serves an ever-growing and diverse community. The Levy
named projects were equally diverse, ranging from the Seattle Children’s PlayGarden at
Colman Playground to improving Seattle’s cultural facilities, to renovating more than 20
play areas. The development category was divided into five areas:

* Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds receive $33 million for improvements to 23 neighborhood
playgrounds to bring them up to current standards, the development of parks on two reservoir lids, and
development of 11 specific neighborhood parks, including Victor Steinbrueck Park, Hubbard Homestead
Park, Chinook Beach Park, and Marra-Desimone Farm. At the completion of the Levy Seattle will have
more sprayparks, skateparks, and off-leash areas.

* Two cultural facilities precious to Seattle, the Seattle Asian Art Museum in Volunteer Park and the
Langston Hughes Performing Art Center in the Central District, both receive funding that will provide
essential structural and safety improvements.

* Playfields receive $10.5 million for renovations. In the first years of the Levy, Parks completed the
renovation of Lower Woodland Playfields #2 & #/, Delridge Playfield, and Genesee Playfields #1 and #2.
All fields were resurfaced with synthetic turf for year-round safe play. Community input helped direct
field striping for emerging sports such as lacrosse and Ultimate Frisbee. Because of project savings in
this category, two additional fields, Walt Hundley Playfield and Washington Park Playfield, have been
added and will be renovated by early 2012.

* Parks is improving five of Seattle's major neighborhood parks with $11 million allocated by the Levy.
Major neighborhood park improvements are driven by long-range plans. One unique development
project is the result of our partnership with the Children’s PlayGarden. This project resulted in a space
where children of all ages and levels of ability enjoy camps, programs, and fun events.

* (Offering safe pedestrian and biking trails contributes to the health of Seattle. The Burke-Gilman Trail,
West Duwamish Trail and Lake-to-Bay Trail projects are named trail projects in the Levy and are managed
by the Seattle Department of Transportation.

OPPORTUNITY FUND

The Parks and Green Spaces Levy allocates $15 million to community initiated projects in
two funding cycles. These projects fund green infrastructure park developments including
property acquisitions. In spring 2011, the Mayor endorsed and City Council approved $7
million in funding for 15 projects throughout Seattle. These first-round projects have strong
community involvement and do not result in significantly higher operation and maintenance
costs for the City. The first Opportunity Fund project completed is the acquisition of a site

at 19th Ave and East Madison. Seattle Parks staff and the Oversight Committee will develop
detailed criteria for the additional $8 million in the 2012/2013 funding cycle.

ENVIRONMENT

The $6.6 million Environment category is dedicated to creating a healthy ecosystem for
Seattle. This “green” funding has three types of projects: forest and stream restoration,
community gardens and shoreline access.

The Forest and Stream Restoration category funds the work of the Green Seattle
Partnership, formed in 2004, to restore 2,500 acres of forested park land by 2025.
The unique public/private effort is the largest urban forest restoration project in the
nation. Levy funding contributed to the restoration of 126 acres of urban forest in the
first two years of the Levy.

The Department of Neighborhoods P-Patch program is managing the development of
community gardens and P-Patch projects. The Levy allocated $2 million to create four
new community gardens. The program will leverage its original funding to build up to
15 new and expanded gardens by 2013.

Seattle’s urban landscape is dotted with bodies of water that help shape the city’s
character and define its identity. While much of it is private or park land, 149 public
streets in Seattle end on waterfronts. The Levy contributes funding to develop
approximately 10 Shoreline Street Ends designated by the city of Seattle as special
rights-of-way to be preserved and developed for public use.
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