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ETHNIC & CULTURAL COMMUNITIES 

(See also the bibliographies included in essays on Asian American, African American, Jewish and 
Latino Heritage that were prepared for the Southeast Seattle Community History Project.) 

 

 
Filipino Oral History Project. Voices, a Filipino American Oral History. Filipino Oral History Project, 1984. 
Some information about Seattle, mostly California. 

Gilbert, Richard James. Garlic Gulch: Interpreting the History of Seattle’s Rainier/Atlantic Neighborhood, 
1903-2003. Thesis, Urban Design and Planning, University of Washington, 2003. 
This thesis focuses on the history of the I-90 free way construction and its impact on the Italian-American 
community in the Garlic Gulch .  Gilbert interviewed a number of older Italian-American members of the 
community to paint a fuller picture of the neighborhood as it was prior to I-90 construction.  This thesis is most 
interesting as a history of the construction project itself. 
 
Nguyen, Nhien T. “Building a Vietnamese Community from Scratch: The First Fifteen Years in King County.” 
In More Voices, New Stories: King County, Washington’s First 100 Years. Pacific Northwest Historians Guild, 
2002. 

Saint Edward Parish. “75 Years a Parish: 1906-1981 Saint Edward.” Saint Edward Parish, 1981. Updated in 
2006 for centennial. 

Scigliano, Eric. “Italian Seattle: Good-by, Garlic Gulch.” The Weekly, 4/29/1987. 

 

 
GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS, DIVERISTY 

Cashin, Sheryll. Failures of Integration: How Race and Class are Undermining the American Dream. Public 
Affairs, 2005. General trends, also short section on Rainier Valley specifically. 

City of Seattle, Department of Planning and Development. Southeast District Census Data. 2000. 

Gordon, Locke, Ulberg. Cityscape: Chapter 10: Ethnic Diversity in Southeast Seattle. HUD, 1998 

Inman, Jesse. "Segregation, Integration, and Gentrification in Mount Baker: A Brief History of Race in One 
Seattle Neighborhood." 2008. (Unpublished, available at RVHS) 

Murakami, Kerry and Aubrey Cohen. "Seattle Area Becoming Much More International," Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, 3/19/08. Analysis of '07 census data on growth of King County. Forty-five percent of growth came 
from immigration from other countries: Ukraine, Philippines, China, India, Vietnam and Ethiopia. 

Petrina, Joanne. Rainier Valley Narrative, 2003 - 2007. www.joannepetrina.com/rainiervalley.html Portraits 
and brief interviews with business owners and residents along Rainier Avenue.  

Rainier Valley Community Development Fund, "Socio-Economic Profile of Rainier Valley." 2003. 

Schmid, Calvin and Wayne McVey, Jr. “Growth and Distribution of Minority Races in Seattle Washington.” 
Seattle Public Schools, 1964. 

Seattle Public Schools. “1977-78 Racial Distribution of Students and Staff.” SPS Report #77-27 vol. 1, 12/10/77 



 
 
Seattle Public Schools. “Minority Population Shifts in the Seattle Area.” Schools & Neighborhoods Research 
Study, 1977. Contains maps of student populations. 

South East Effective Development (SEED). "Southeast Seattle Background Report." 1989. 

Tizon, Alex. “Seattle Gets Poor Marks in Survey of Segregation.” Seattle Times, 11/23/88 

U.S. Census Data, 1940 – 2000. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, POLITICS, ACTIVISM 

Diers, Jim. Neighbor Power, Building Community the Seattle Way. University of Washington Press, 2004 

O'Donnell, Arthur J. In the City of Neighborhoods: Seattle's History of Community Activism and Non-Profit 
Survival Guide. iUniverse Inc., 2004 

Tunks, Margaret C. Seattle Citizens Against Freeways: Fighting Fiercely and Winning Sometimes. Seattle: 
Morris Pub., c.1999 

Walker, Wendy. “Neighborhood Says Leave Us Alone.” Seattle Times, 6/24/78. 

Mahoney, Salley Gene. “Judkins – Rejected Area Not Rejected Anymore.” Seattle Times, 10/23/77 

Duncan, Don. “The Rainier Valley: A River of Memories.” Seattle Times, 12/8/79  

 

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORIES 

 
Cleveland High School Laboratory Writing Classes. "Duwamish Diary: 1848-1949." Cleveland High School, 
1949. Focus on Georgetown, but some Southeast Seattle information. 

Merrell, Fredrica, Mira Latoszek. Seattle’s Beacon Hill. Arcadia Publishing, 2003.  

Woodward, Mikala, ed. Rainier Valley Food Stories: A Culinary History of the Rainier Valley, Going Back 100 
Years, With Recipes and Stories from our Multicultural Community. Rainier Valley Historical Society, 2002.  

 

HOUSING 

Flores, Michele Matassa. "How Bank-Loan Rules Can Affect Minorities," Seattle Times, 10/24/91 

Lilly, Dick. "South End Gets Fewer Loans." Seattle Times, 3/14/91 

Planning documents and Environmental Impact Statements for Rainier Vista, Holly Park, and Greenwood 
Gardens, (SPL, Municipal Archives) 

Seattle Human Rights Department. Data on Segregated Housing in Seattle, Washington. Seattle Human Rights 
Department, 1976 (SPL) 

Wing Luke Asian Museum, Seattle Public School District and Holly Park Community Council. “Remembering 
Our Past, Building Our Future.” 1997. Contains brief history of Holly Park and interviews of individuals who 
lived or worked in Holly Park prior to Hope VI redevelopment of the area. 
 

POLICE & CRIME 

Chambliss, William. On the Take: From Petty Crooks to Presidents. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
1978. 

Fleissner, Fedan, Stotland, Klinger. "South Seattle Crime Reduction Project." Washington DC, National 
Institute of Justice, 1991 
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Lyons, William. The Politics of Community Policing: Rearranging the Power to Punish. University of Michigan 
Press, 2002 

Reed, Wilson Edward. The Politics of Community Policing: The Case of Seattle. Garland Reference Library of 
Social Science, 1999 

 

SCHOOLS 

Siqueland, Anna. Without a Court Order: The Desegregation of Seattle's Schools. Madrona Pub, 1981. Detailed, 
if biased, information about how desegregation plan came about.  

Thompson, Nile and Carolyn J. Marr. Building for Learning: Seattle Public School Histories, 1862-2000. 
Seattle Public Schools, 2002. 

Environmental Impact Statements for construction/renovation projects at Whitworth, Cleveland, Franklin, 
Hawthorne, etc. (SPL, Municipal Archives) 

Shaw, Linda. “The Resegregation of Seattle’s Schools.” Seattle Times, 6/1/08 

 

TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING & LAND USE 

Blanchard, Leslie. Trolley Days in Seattle: The Story of the Rainier and Rainier Valley Railroad. Los Angeles: 
Trans-Anglo Books, 1965. 

City of Seattle Physical Planning Division. "Empire/Rainier Development Project: Preliminary 
Recommendations." City of Seattle Physical Planning Division, 1979. 

Environmental Impact Statements for Kubota Garden, Genessee Park Dump Recap. (SPL, Municipal Archives) 

Kihara, Margaret. "Rainier Electronics Park: A Follow-up Status Report." City of Seattle Dept. of Community 
Development, OED, 1979 

Sherwood, Don. Seattle Park Histories, c. 1970-1981. Seattle Municipal Archives. 

Streeter/Dermanis, HDR Engineering, Inc. Rainier Avenue South Transit Project : task 3 I-90/Rainier 
connection. 1992  (SPL) 

“El Centro de la Raza 3348028 Seattle Model City Program.” Primo Valenzuela and Bernard Salazar. Seattle 
Model City Program, December 1972.  
 
“El Centro de la Raza Block Grant Request.” El Centro de la Raza, 1980.  
 
 

MEMOIRS 

Castillo, Dolly. Raindrops. Gorham Printing, 2000. Memoir, Filipino family journey, living on Beacon Hill & in 
Hillman City. 

Mochizuki, Ken.  Beacon Hill Boys.  New York : Scholastic Press, 2002. Memoir/novel about growing up on 
Beacon Hill in the ‘70s – intergenerational dynamics between teens and immigrant parents, identity politics 
emerging at high school, etc. 

Osborne, Jack. Makers of Mischief: A “Boomer’s” Adventures in Childhood. San Jose, California: Dream-a-way 
Books, 2007. Memoir about growing up in Rainier Vista housing projects in 1950s. 
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Wolff, Mishna. I’m Down: A Memoir. New York: Saint Martin’s Press, 2009. Memoir about growing up white 
in an African American neighborhood in Southeast Seattle.  

Santos, Bob, Hum Bows, Not Hot Dogs!: Memoirs of a Savvy Asian American Activist. International Examiner 
Press, Seattle, 2002. Includes section on Roberto Maestas, El Centro de la Rasa and civil rights activism in 
Seattle among African Americans, Asian Americans, Latino Americans, and Native Americans  
 

NEWSPAPERS – SOUTHEAST SEATTLE (POST-WWII) 

Beacon Hill News 1924-2001 (SPL, RVHS) 

Beacon Hill News & South District Journal 2001-2008 (SPL, UW, RVHS) 

Rainier District Times 1947-1969 (UW Library), 1938-1967 (Rainier Valley Historical Society) 

South District Journal, 1946-2001 (RVHS), 1941-1993 (UW)  

South Seattle Beacon, 2008 – Present. Descendent of BHN/SDJ. (SPL, RVHS) 

South Seattle Star, 2002-2006 (RVHS) 

 

GENERAL SEATTLE HISTORY 

Berner, Richard C. Seattle Transformed : World War II to Cold War. Seattle: Charles Press, 1999. Good for 
general economic, social, political trends. Not much specific SE Seattle info – some on wartime/public housing 
at Rainier Vista & Holly Park. 

Roger Sale, Seattle: Past to Present. University of Washington Press, 1976. Some good Southeast Seattle 
material, along with general information. 
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