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‘The 1911 steel bridge connecting north Beacon Hill BRI (Beacon Hill) 85 EFHX (International
with the Internationa District i named for Filpino

national hero José Rizal.
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TROLLEYS CAME FIRST

1n 1891, the Seattle, Renton & Southern Railway's

electric streetcar service began, spurring
elopment in the rural Rainier Valley.
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Colliers stone gas station was bult in 1925 as a 2 (Colliers) REMMLT 1925 ¥R , R FERABEHD
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city limits.
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A NEW CAR!

The Columbia Merchants Association raffled off a
Buick in 1950 to encourage area

residents to “buy local” in Columbla City.
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GETTING

AROUND

Transportation has shaped Southeast Seattle from its early days, and continues
to shape it today. Starting in the 1890s, streetcar lines ran along the route of
Rainier Avenue and later along Beacon Avenue. Commercial and residential
development followed.

The automobile was introduced around 1900, and cars became the dominant
mode of transportation through the 20th century. Rainier Avenue became part
of the Sunset Highway, connecting Seattle to Eastern Washington before the
floating bridges were built, and Empire Way (renamed Martin Luther King Jr.
Way in 1981) connected to points south. Lake Washington Boulevard,
completed in 1920, was designed by the Olmsted Brothers as a scenic route for
bicycles and cars. Although light rail displaced some older homes and
businesses, the start of train service in 2008 marked a return to Southeast
Seattle’s transportation roots.
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