
THE MOST DIVERSE 
NEIGHBORHOOD
IN THE UNIVERSE?
In 1940, Southeast Seattle was 97% white.  Seventy years later, the ethnic 
diversity of this part of the city is legendary.  News reports have claimed that 
Rainier Valley’s 98118 zip code is the “most diverse in the country.”  Nobody’s 
sure where that claim came from (the U.S. Census Bureau doesn’t actually make 
pronouncements like that), but the communities of Beacon Hill, Mt. Baker, 
Rainier Valley and Rainier Beach are home to an amazingly diverse population 
that speaks dozens of languages.  

Immigrant communities have flourished in this area since the 19th century, and 
people of every ethnicity have settled in Southeast Seattle, running businesses, 
raising families, and participating in neighborhood life.  Community heritage 
belongs to everyone, and the Southeast Seattle History Project was created to 
connect the stories and places that are part of Southeast Seattle’s past, with the 
people who live and work in the area today.   
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www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/preservation/southeastseattle

CULTURAL HERITAGE
“Come Dance with Me” by Augusta Asberry, a 
sculpture at the Othello Light Rail station, is one of 
many artworks that enliven public spaces in 
Southeast Seattle. 

URBAN PATTERNS 
What is a “sense of place?”  Maybe knowing that 
the Hausler Grocery was built by German 
immigrants in 1921, and today it houses a halal 
butcher and other Somali shops – the most recent 
generation of immigrant business owners.    

PEOPLE & PLACES
City Landmark Franklin High School, built in 1911, 
has a diverse student body reflecting the 
surrounding neighborhood’s evolution.

COMMUNITY LIFE
Places of worship include temples, churches, 
synagogues and mosques where spiritual traditions 
are observed and shared.  Other cultural traditions 
are celebrated in public parks, like festivals, games 
and family gatherings. 

HISTORIC SITES
Sometimes history hides in plain sight:  Pizzeria 
Pulcinella in Rainier Beach was built in 1911 as the 
company store for Taylor’s Lumber Mill.    
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HIDDO DHAQAMEED
“Kaalay ila Ciyaar” oo uu sameeyay Augusta 
Asberry, waa taalo lagu bandhigay xarunta 
tareenka, ee Othello Light Rail, waa mid kamida 
waxyaalo badan oo farshaxano ah oo qurxiya 
barxadaha dadwaynaha Koonfur Bari ee Seattle.

QAABKA MAGAALADA
Maxaa looga jeedaa “waa maxay meeshaasi”? Waxa 
dhici karta inaad garanayso in Hausler Grocery oo 
ay muhaajiriinta Jarmalku dhiseen 1921, maantana 
ay galaan hiliblaha hilibka xaraasha,iyo tukaano kale 
oo Soomaali leedahay – facii ugu dambeeyey ee 
muhaajiriinta ganacsiga leh.

DADKA & GOOBAHA
Dugsiga Sare ee Franklin High School,oo ka midda 
meelaha caanka ah ee magaalada, oo la dhisay 1911, 
wuxuu leeyahay arday kala duwan taasoo 
muujinaysa isbeddelka xaafadda isguulkaa ku 
harreeraysan.

NOLOSHA BULSHADA
Meelaha caabudaada oo ay kujiraan macbadyada, 
kiniisadaha, golaha yuhuuda iyo masaajidada halkaas 
caadooyinka ruuxiga ah ayaa laga helaa laguna 
wadaagaa. Caadooyinka dhaqanka ee kale waxa lagu 
dabbaal-degaa beeraha dadwaynaha, sida xafladaha, 
ciyaaraha iyo kulamada qoyska.

GOOBAHA TAARIIKHIGA AH
Mararka qaar taariikhdu waxay ku qarsoontahay meel 
banaan: pizzeria Pulcinella oo ku taal Rainier Beach waxa 
la dhisay 1911 iyadoo ah bakhaarka shirkadda Taylor’s 
Lumber Mill.

XAAFADDA U KALA
DUWNAANSHAHA
   BADAN EE ADOONKA?
1940, Koonfurta Bari ee Seattle waxay ahayd 97% caddaan. Toddobaatan sano kadib, 
kala duwanaashaha heybeed ee qaybtan magaaladu waa caan. Warbixinada warku 
waxay ku doodeen in Rainier Valley 98118 sib-koodh(zip code) uu “yahay ka ugu kala 
duwanaashaha badan waddanka.” Cidna ma hubto halka laga keenay sheegashadaa 
(Xafiiska Tirakoobyada ee Maraykanku run ahaantii ma samayn sheegid noocaas ah), 
laakiin bulshooyinka Beacon Hill, Mt. Baker, Rainier Valley iyo Rainer Beach waxay u 
yihiin hoy, dad si layaable u kala duwan, oo ku hadla daraasiin luqado ah.

Bulshooyinka socdaal ak ah ah ayaa ku liibaanay halkan ilaa qarnigii 19aad, oo dad ka 
kooban nooc kasta ayaa degey koonfurta barri ee Seattle.
Dadkaas oo wada ganacsi, dhaqaalayn qoysaska ah, iyo ka
qeyb-qaadashada nolosha xaafadda. Hiddaha bulshada waxa iska leh cid kasta, 
Mashruuca Taariikhda Koonfur Bari Seattle-na waxa loo sameeyay inuu sheekooyinkii 
hore, iyo meelihii hore, xasuusiyo dadka manta ku nool ee ka shaqeeya xaafada.


