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Vacant Property Reclamation


Purpose:


Test a management strategy for the sloped perimeter of an employee parking lot.  The site is currently without landscaping, has no water and due to the steep slope, it is difficult to control weeds. The weeds, when unchecked, seed into nearby landscaped areas.


Additionally, this is a neighborhood where a good neighbor policy is valuable.  The purpose of this project is to test the effectiveness of burlap as weed control instead of a more customary mulch such as bark or wood chips.  Landscape fabric pins will hold the burlap in place.





Site:


NW corner of Stone Ave. N. and N. 98th Street.


Procedure: 


We will be constructing a short retaining wall at the base of the slope to lessen the angle using recycled utility pole crossarms.  Cistus x hybridus 'Corbariensis’ was chosen to be planted as a ground cover.  It is very competitive without being invasive and extremely drought tolerant and has successfully suppressed weeds in other areas.  The Cistus will be planted at 36" intervals and should fill in completely within three years. “7oz.”  burlap will be laid between the rows vertically and horizontally and will act as a weed suppressant. 





Process:


We constructed a low retaining wall to contain the mulch on the slope and divided the area into four areas; a control, double burlap only, processed mulch only and double burlap with mulch.  We knocked down all existing weeds (100% coverage) with a weed eater in all areas prior to planting with cistus.  The plants received equal supplemental watering and weed eating as needed. 


 


Observations:


Control�
The weeds returned in short order.  The lack of any protective covering over the soil is evidenced by a lack of vigor demonstrated by this planting, probably due to inadequate water retention.  The area is currently 80% covered by weeds. �
�
Double Burlap only�
The weeds were significantly supressed for the first four months and then began to reassert themselves beginning in the areas immediately around the plants where burlap coverage was compromised by the plants themselves.  At six months weeds were emerging thru the burlap.  The plants are growing at a normal rate.  Weed coverage is 50%.�
�
Processed mulch only�
Results are virtually identical to the double burlap area.�
�
Double Burlap and mulch�
This is the most successful strategy.  The plants in this area look the healthiest and are the largest.  This is probably due to the increased water retention and addition of a mulch organic layer.  Weed suppression was enhanced too with current coverage at 33%.�
�



In retrospect a more vigorous weed control program prior to treatment and planting would have reduced overall weed encroachment and decreased labor inputs.  It is interesting to note that the burlap is as effective as mulch in weed suppression.  This may help in hillside reclamation projects.





Maintenance of this planting required 48 hours, mostly in watering.





2001 Projections:


Weeds will be addressed more vigorously in the coming year using primarily heat technologies.  This will reduce competition for the desirable plants enhancing their establishment.  We will focus our control efforts inside and adjacent to the drip line of the plants minimizing labor and maximizing benefits.  Supplemental watering will be continued.  We do not anticipate a reduction of labor this year.  We do expect that there will be less supplemental watering required offsetting the additional weed control efforts.


In the longer range we fully expect this site to be near zero maintenance following plant establishment. 





