Tier 1 Pesticide Restriction Exception Process

While it is the goal of the City to phase-out use of all Tier 1 herbicides and insecticides by June 2000, there may be limited situations in which use of these products is necessary.  The exception process is intended to allow use of Tier 1 products when there is no other feasible alternative particularly when there are legal, health, or safety considerations or a unique landscape asset is at risk.   For all exceptions, a best management practice will be developed to minimize the potential hazard of the product.  

Evalutation Criteria

Generally the Tier 1 exception request will be evaluated based on the following elements: 

· A description of the pest problem, 

· Use of the product within an overall IPM strategy, 

· A description of how the product will be applied, 

· Legal, public health, or safety considerations, 

· Hazard criteria triggered,

· Mitigating factors,

· Preservation of landscape assets, 

· resource constraints (e.g. budget, labor, equipment), and
· An evaluation of all feasible alternatives including non-chemical and no action alternatives.; the safety, health, and environmental impacts of the alternatives also will be evaluated. 

Please refer to the exception form for the complete list of elements which will be considered.

Types of Exceptions

Exceptions may be granted on a one-time-only basis or as a programmatic exception that applies across all departments. 

One-Time-Only Exceptions - The Departmental IPM Coordinator and the Grounds Management Task Force representative (if different from the IPM Coordinator) and the Office of Environmental Management will be responsible for evaluating and approving one-time-only exceptions within each Department. 
Programmatic Exceptions – A minimum of 3 Departmental IPM Coordinators and the Office of Environmental Management will meet, as necessary, to evaluate and approve or deny programmatic exceptions.  All programmatic exceptions will be re-evaluated annually by based on a review of alternatives and a re-evaluation of the need for the control.  
Exception Request Procedure
1. Complete form

2. Submit to departmental IPM Coordinator and GMTF representative (if different from IPM Coordinator).  Departments may have additional review steps.

3. IPM Coordinator and GMTF member consult with proposing applicator and forward the request to OEM or reject.

4. Submit to OEM

5. Consultation between OEM and departmental IPM Coordinator and GMTF representative (consultations must include at least 3 IPM Coordinators in case of Programmatic Exception)

6. Determination is made

7. If approved, the applicator making the request, IPM Coordinator (s), and OEM will develop a BMP to minimize the potential hazard from the product.  Additionally, for all programmatic exceptions, the department must prepare a plan for continued evaluation of alternatives.

Emergency Review Process:

A situation will be considered to be an emergency when there are less than 72 hours to respond to an immediate health or safety concern, a pest or plant life stage requires an immediate response, there is an imminent threat to a particularly valuable plant, or an immediate response is required to comply with legal requirements.  In such situations, an exception determination can be made based on a phone consultation between the pesticide applicator making the request, the departmental IPM Coordinator, and OEM.  The consultation will consider the elements included on the review form.  A completed form should be submitted to OEM within two days of the consultation. 

