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NEWS & INFORMATION 

 
OCTOBER A BIG MONTH FOR SEATTLE JOBS 

The past month has seen a flurry of job creation in Seattle.  On October 19, 
EMC Isilon, a cloud-based data storage company, announced a jobs 

initiative at the company's new headquarters at 
505 First Avenue South in Pioneer Square.  Mayor 
Mike McGinn, Isilon founder Sujal Patel, and EMC 
CEO Joe Tucci were on hand to make the 
announcement.  The jobs initiative that plans to 
add 200 new jobs over the next fifteen months 
signals a big investment in Seattle, said Tucci, 

adding that EMC sees Seattle as a hub for data storage and cloud computing 
technology, with both Amazon.com and Microsoft as major players, along 
with Seattle's excellent talent pool. "Bringing Isilon into the EMC family was 
a tremendous coup for us, but I think an equally tremendous coup will be 
how we can expand here in greater Seattle and tap into the talent, the 
connections that Isilon has with the University of Washington...it will be a 
double win for us." View the full press event on Seattle channel.  Techflash 
also covered the story.   

 

On October 20, Brooks Sports announced that it will be relocating its global 
headquarters to the new 'living building' Skanska development planned for 
3400 Stone Way in Fremont. Set to open in late 2013, Mayor Mike McGinn 
said that "Brooks Sports' decision to locate in 
Seattle means 300 new jobs. That's a big deal 
for us right now. It shows that Seattle has 
what it takes to attract significant new 
investment even in these tough economic 
times. And Skanska's response to the Seattle 
Living Building Pilot Program is evidence of 
regulatory reform facilitating job creation in 
Seattle. This is a win for business and a win for Seattle." Skanska's new 
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development is the first market-rate project to pursue the City's Living 
Building Pilot Program.   

Brooks Sports wants to be in a place that would more strongly identify the 
company with Seattle. CEO Jim Weber said, "We wanted to better position 
Brooks within the Seattle running community. We feel there is a lot of 
additional market share that could be had here locally, and that globally and 
nationally we can increase market share by aligning the brand with Seattle." 
 View the full press release and read more in the Seattle PI.   

 

Also on the same day, Microsoft opened its 12th store, drawing about 1,000 
spectators to its new location at University Village.  In spirit of the 
celebration, Rich Kaplan, Microsoft's corporate vice president of customer 
and partner advocacy, gave away more than $2.2 million to local charities, 
including $1.875 million to the YMCA of Greater Seattle. The store brought 
in headliners The Black Keys and OneRepublic to promote 
the opening during the weekend.  The University Village store hired 60 
employees.  

 
WHO'S HIRING? WHO'S NOT? LOCAL EMPLOYERS REVEAL ALL - JOB 
SECTOR SURVEY 

First conducted in King County last year, the 2011 Seattle Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce Job Sector Survey expanded to 
include all four counties in the Puget Sound region. 
Nearly 1,700 employers participated in the survey. 
Results were released as the 2011 Business 
Barometer. Here's some of what business owners are 
saying: 

 Small business is the engine of the economy: 
Businesses with 6 to 100 employees are the 
most likely to hire.  

 Technology leads the way: Sectors expecting to add head count 
include: energy, aerospace and manufacturing, life sciences, 
information technology and interactive media. Sectors expecting to 
reduce head count include government, education and 
transportation.  

 The great disconnect: Metrics from indvidual employers suggest 
stability and even growth, but employers' perceptions of the overall 
economy are weak. Of the sectors expecting growth, only some say 
they will hire. Many others expect higher sales or new contracts but 
won't hire proportionately. This is especially true for sectors hurt 
badly by the decline in consumer spending in 2008 and 2009. 

 A quest for talent: One in four employers say they have to recruit 
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outside of the country to attract top talent.  

For more information and to view the full report, click here.  

 
KING COUNTY EXECUTIVE'S SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS 

This month was the first annual King County Executive's Small Business 
Award Program, where King County Executive Dow Constantine 
recognized small businesses (with 50 employees or less) that 

demonstrate, "The tenacity, persistence, and 
audacity it takes to successfully operate a small 
business."  

  
Nominations were made by local jurisdictions and 
business organizations from July through 
September. Of the 125 King County 
businesses nominated, there were three finalists in 
each category. Businesses needed to have less 

than 50 employees and be at least three years old to qualify for the seven 
awarded categories. Eight Seattle businesses were recognized for their 
achievements, including the Small Business of the Year Molly Moon's 
Homemade Ice Cream and finalist Trophy Cupcakes and 

Party. Seattle's General Biodiesel was awarded Green/Sustainable Small 
Business of the Year. PRR Inc. won Woman Small Business of the Year 
while JTS Manage Services was a finalist.  Three Seattle businesses were 
finalists for the Workforce Development Small Business of the Year: 
Seidelhuber Iron and Bronze Works won, while Lin & Associates Inc. and 
Schemata Worshop Inc. were runners up.    
  
To view all the finalists and winners, visit the King County website. 

 
SEATTLE LAUNCHES INCENTIVE-BASED SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE PROGRAM  

This past month, Mayor Mike McGinn announced the 
launch of Be Here Get There, a research-driven and 
incentive-based campaign designed to raise 
awareness and improve academic achievement by 
improving city-wide school attendance.  The program 
is the result of efforts between a variety of 
organizations, including: City of Seattle, Seattle Public Schools, Alliance for 
Education, and Get Schooled. "Research has shown that students with more 
than 20 absences per year have less than a one in five chance of graduating 
from high school," said Mayor Mike McGinn."Chronic absence in our 
schools should be a concern for everyone. We can and must do better for 
our students." 

The Be Here Get There campaign aims to make schools engaging and 
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attractive to students by rewarding positive behavior. To help the campaign 
reach students, Get Schooled is starting wake-up calls. These calls will 
feature a friendly message about school attendance from celebrities like 
NBA Star Jamal Crawford and hip hop artist Wiz Khalifa. The campaign will 
also make use of healthy competitions at the school and classroom level to 
get students energized to go to school. To learn more about some of the 
contests and incentives planned, visit getschooled.com/Seattle.  

  
The Get Schooled Seattle website will simultaneously track school 
attendance, allowing students at schools across the city to see how they 
compare. A partial list of sponsors include Molly Moon's, Pagliacci Pizza, 
Starbucks, Raleigh Bicycles, Pacific Science Center, Experience Music 
Project, KEXP, KUBE 93, KISS FM, and more to be announced throughout the 
campaign. The campaign will be actively seeking prize donations from 
businesses throughout the school year. To donate prizes, contact Ainsley 
Close at the Mayor's office at ainsley.close@seattle.gov or (206) 233-2661.  

  
"This campaign is a way to bring the community together to work towards a 
shared goal of improving outcomes for students," said Interim 
Superintendent Susan Enfield.   

 
TODAY SHOW DISCOVERS WHAT SEATTLE HAS TO OFFER 

On October 20, Seattle hosted Kathie Lee, Hoda and 
the TODAY Show. A live program took place in the 
Pike Place Market, and it was followed by a taped 
show that aired on October 21. Seattle's Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, the Pike Place Market 
Preservation and Development Authority, and the City of Seattle's Office 
of Film and Music worked with TODAY Show producers for the past two 
months to coordinate the two programs.   

 
SEATTLE BY THE NUMBERS 

 Seattle By The Numbers is a great way for our readers to 
stay current on economic and business news through 
various numerical data. The figures can be national 
unemployment rates, various economic indicators, Seattle 
rankings, and data from different industry reports. Check 
out our favorite stats from October:  

  

NATIONAL 
 Tracking economic recession and recovery in America's 100 largest 

metropolitan areas  
 Washington state ranks 2nd in presence of STEM-related jobs  
 Consumer Price Index rises 0.3 percent in September  
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 50 manufacturing sectors that grew over the past ten years  
 Small businesses create more than 60 percent of net new jobs in 

U.S.  
  

LOCAL 
 Seattle retail job growth is second-best in U.S.  
 Seattle listed as fourth most innovative city in America  
 Travel + Leisure ranks Seattle number one in tech-savviness, 

intelligence, and wireless   
 Seattle has 10 of the 24 businesses recognized by Deloitte's 

Techonology Fast 500 ranking for Washington and Idaho   
 Seattle ranked sixth for commercial real-estate investment  

 
DAILY DIGEST TOP TEN 

 
Want to know what your fellow Daily Digest subscribers are reading? 
Here are the ten most clicked-on Daily Digest articles of October. 

The Daily Digest is committed to delivering relevant articles that keep you 
on top of all the important economic information in Seattle. Not  

a subscriber? Click here to sign up.  

DAILY DIGEST TOP TEN 

1. A huge week for Seattle restaurants  
2. Seven unusual ways to motivate your employees  
3. How Glassybaby is trying to win over New Yorkers  
4. Will success spoil Pike/Pine? 
5. Bill Gates on being in the top one percent 
6. Social media is a waste of time  
7. ATM fees send customers fleeing to credit unions  
8. Seattle makes list of elite innovative cities  
9. Ten common marketing mistakes  
10. Red Mill Totem House blends old and new in Ballard  

 
SEATTLE'S GROWING BUSINESSES 

 
BUSINESS EXPANSION, STARTUPS, AND RELOCATIONS IN SEATTLE IN 
OCTOBER   

 
SEATTLE RESTAURANTS 
October was a big month in the restaurant industry for Seattle. Openings 
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started early in the month and by the end, more than ninety 

restaurants had opened.  While the new 
restaurants included Carte de la Oaxaca in Queen Anne, Red Mill Totem 
Pole in Ballard, and Coterie Room in Belltown, it seems that the vast 
majority have opened in the Capitol Hill neighborhood.    

  

SIFF MOVES TO UPTOWN 

After Seattle's Uptown Theater announced it was closing last summer, the 
Seattle International Film Festival (SIFF) decided 
that it was going to move its main base of 
operations from McCaw Hall at Seattle Center 
to the Uptown.  SIFF's year-round programming 
had grand openings at the freshly renovated 
Uptown and at the new SIFF Film Center on the 
Seattle Center campus.  The grand openings 
included a stellar lineup of films, as well as great ticket deals that promoted 
neighborhood shopping. 
 
VIRGINIA MASON OPENS A NEW MEDICAL PAVILION 

This past month, Virginia Mason Medical Center held a grand opening 
ceremony for its 350,000-square-foot Floyd & 
Delores Jones Pavilion at Spring Street and 
Boren Avenue in Seattle.  The hospital also 
had an open house for its new emergency 
department, which is located in the pavilion 
and will open in early November. The hospital 
says that the emergency department's waiting 
room was designed small because there won't 

be much waiting for emergency services, due to improved hospital 
processes and an efficient layout that included input from doctors, nurses, 
paramedics and patients. 
  
AMAZON JOINS WITH AUTHORS TO EXPAND  
In an acceleration of Amazon's fledging publishing program, the  Seattle-
based company is starting a competition with New 
York publication houses that are also its most 
prominent suppliers. The online retail giant 
has persuaded readers they do not need bookstores. Now Amazon 
is encouraging writers to cast aside their publishers.   

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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JOIN US AT CITY BUSINESS CASUAL ON NOVEMBER 10 
- THEME: REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Join OED and your fellow business community members for 
another great networking night, full of sharing ideas and 
building relationships at our monthly City Business Casual. 
This event will take place on Thursday, November 10 from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Polar Bar at the Arctic Club 
Hotel (700 Third Avenue) in downtown Seattle. Special 

guests for November's regional economic development theme include 
Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn, Tacoma Mayor Marilyn Strickland, Seattle City 
Councilmember Jean Godden, and King County Deputy Executive Fred 
Jarrett. No registration for City Business Casual is necessary. There is no 
formal program, but OED staff will actively make introductions and 
connections that can help propel your business to the next level. 

 Visit City Business Casual's webpage for more information, and to 
add the event to your online calendar. 

 
WASHINGTON TRADE CONFERENCE - 
NOVEMBER 21   
Join the Washington Council on International Trade 
and members of the Washington congressional 
delegation, federal officials, and hundreds of 
business leaders from across the state for the Washington Trade 
Conference to discuss Washington's global competitiveness in the 21st 
century.  Cost is $125, or $95 for WCIT and Seattle Chamber members, and 
includes breakfast and lunch.  Deadline for registration is November 18, so 
be sure to register now! 

 
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 26 
 

Small Business Saturday 

is a day for dedicating a portion of holiday shopping to 
local, independently-owned small businesses. 

  

American Express, the founding sponsor of Small 
Business Saturday, created the national program in 

2010 in response to small business owners' most pressing need: more 
demand for their products and services. The second annual event will build 
on last year's inaugural program that drove millions of dollars to 
neighborhood merchants.  

  

First there was Black Friday, now there is Small Business Saturday. Your 
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participation in this initiative will help propel our locally-owned businesses 
into the holiday season; a critical piece to their success and our nation's job 
growth.  

  

Small businesses have generated 64 percent of net new jobs over the past 
fifteen years and employ just over half of all private sector employees. "Last 
year, we saw a 28 percent rise in sales volumes for our small business 
merchants versus the same day in 2009," said Mary Ann Fitzmaurice Reilly, 
senior vice president, American Express OPEN.  

  

If you're a small business and would like to particpate in this event, visit 
facebook.com/SmallBusinessSaturday for information on free tools to 
promote your business. Resources include in-store signage, e-marketing 
materials, free facebook ads, and more.  

  

Check out some of the local, independently-owned businesses in your 
neighborhood at onlyinseattle.org. Like us on facebook.com/onlyinseattle 
and follow us at twitter.com/onlyseattlegems.  

 
TELL YOUR COLLEAGUES ABOUT THE DAILY DIGEST! 

 Are you and your friends signed up for OED's Daily 
Digest? Compiled from over 100 news sources, the 

OED Daily Digest is the best way to keep up with the latest in business, 
technology, workforce, industry, real estate, maritime, energy and 
economic development news in Seattle. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Send submissions, questions, or comments to oed@seattle.gov.   
To unsubscribe, click the SafeUnsubscribe link on the bottom left. 
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