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FROM THE DIRECTOR:
Dear business partners,

As we celebrate this holiday season, | would like to give thanks for all the
entrepreneurs, managers and employees who contribute to Seattle's
thriving economy in the midst of these difficult economic times. At the
Office of Economic Development, we strive to provide the best service we
can to businesses and companies to help them grow and compete.

| continue to be amazed and impressed by the breadth of entrepreneurial
talent and innovative businesses that we meet and serve every day. In just
this past year, our OED and partner staff have met with over 400
businesses, and we have been able to help over 300 of them resolve issues
or find resources. We do this because we know that it is all of you, the
talented and creative business people, who will grow us out of this
recession.

On behalf of the OED team, | would like to thank you for your part in
helping to make our city a vibrant community to live, work, and own a
business.

Here's to more growth and success in 2012.

Best wishes,

Steve Johnson

SEATTLE BY THE NUMBERS
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Seattle By The Numbers is a great way for our
readers to stay current on economic and
7 , business news through various numerical
) data. The figures can be national
unemployment rates, various economic
indicators, Seattle rankings, and data from
different industry reports. Check out our
favorite stats from December:

NATIONAL

Unemployment drops to 8.6 percent as private sector adds jobs
U.S. trade deficit narrows, imports fall

Small business optimism index gains two points

National Retail Federation raises holiday sales forecast

Washington led nation in personal-income growth last quarter
Jobs engine revs up in state

Washington companies make the 'nice list'

Moody's removes Seattle's 'negative outlook' bond rating
Washington state gets $19.7 million for small business credit
funds

Apartment prices expected to rise in 2012

For more statistics, check out the Bureau of Labor Statistics summary of
the Seattle metropolitan area.

A YEAR OF SEATTLE RANKINGS
(for more rankings, click here)

First in intelligence, coffee (Travel and Leisure)

Best location for technology jobs (Forbes)

Second most literate city (Central Conn. State University)
Second in Super Green cities of America (PSBJ)

One of the top five metro areas for well-being (Gallup)
Fifth best place to start a small business (Fiscal Times)
Sixth best place to live, work, and make movies
(MovieMaker Magazine)

Seventh best overall city in the world (The Globe and Mail)

DAILY DIGEST RECAP

Want to know what your fellow Daily Digest subscribers are reading?
Here are the five most clicked-on Daily Digest articles of December, and
the top twenty of 2011.
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The Daily Digest is committed to delivering relevant articles that keep you
on top of all the important economic information in Seattle. Not

a subscriber? Click here to sign up.

DECEMBER DAILY DIGEST TOP FIVE

Young power couple ventures into Ballard

Nine things that motivate employees more than money
An 'iconic design' for first North Lot tower

How to fix unemployment: lessons from Seattle

New legal structures for 'social entrepreneurs'

ukhwnN e

TOP TWENTY OF 2011
e Forty ways small business owners waste their money
e How glassybaby is trying to win over New Yorkers
e |t's a huge week for Seattle restaurant openings
e Stockbox Grocers to debut first mini-mini-market tomorrow
e Seattle restaurant Momiji a stunner in the works
e Seven ways to make a mini-marketing campaign
e WA state has 16 on Inc. magazine's fastest-growing 500 list
e Five things workers won't give up, regardless of finances
e Washington's Best Workplaces revealed
e Sea and Symphony
e The 14 hot Seattle startups you need to watch
e Are you CEO material?
e Five deadly leadership power drains
e Seven ways to improve employee satisfaction
e Clean energy: the next big cluster for Seattle
e Tendying U.S. industries
e Zynga moving to Seattle's Pioneer Square
e GM Nameplate is buying back building, staying in Seattle
e Cheap Eats: Fuji Bakery
e Infratel expands global reach, chooses Seattle as N. American

headquarters
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City Business Casual will be taking a break during
January, but will be back in full force on Thursday, CITY BUS S
February 9. The theme of the month will be Seattle's HXFS?JAL
educational and medical insitutions.Check out the
website in the coming weeks for more information!
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Mailing List Digest? Compiled from over 100 news sources, the
OED Daily Digest is the best way to keep up with the latest in business,
technology, workforce, industry, real estate, maritime, energy and
economic development news in Seattle.
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